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TS^BLE  OF  OCWTEMTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  SOUIH  DORCHESTER 
PARKS 

t    Alsen  Playground 


X- 


SD-2. 


Byrne  Playground 
Everett  and  Elm  Streets 


1.16 


SD-3. 


SD-4. 


SD-5. 


SD-6. 


Centervale  Park  0.22 

Upland  and  Boumside  Streets 

Corbett  Park  0.94 

Washington,  Clayboume,  and  Tonawanda  Streets 

Cronin  Park  2.24 

Brent  and  Wainwri^t  Streets 

Dcherty-Gibson  Playground  5.86 

Dorchester  and  Geneva  Avenues 


Dorchester  Park 

Dorchester  Avenue  cind  Richmond  Street 


28.45 


SD-8. 


SD-9. 


Garvey  Playground 

N^xDnset  Avenue 

opposite  ChickatavAxit  Street 

Hemenway  Playground 
Adams  and  Gustine  Streets 


5.33 


4.41 


SD-10.     Martin  Playground  (Hilltop) 

Hilltop  Street  and  Myrtlebank  Avenue 

SCHll.     Ripley  Playground 

Ripley  Road  and  Harvard  Street 

SD-12.     RcJDerts  Playground 
Dunbar  Street 


0.86 


10.2 


Ronan  Park 

Adams  Street  and  Mt.  Ida  Road 


11.65 


SD-14.     Walsh  Playground  6.97 

Washington  Street  and  Clancy  Road 

SD-15.     Wellesley  Park  0.66 

Wellesley  Park 

*  Former  r^rV   si  to  new  ooot^?ied  by  AlseiyMapeg  Industrial- JBarJo 
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NeigiiboriioocJ:  South  Doqccstcr "}      ^  'r>cmiV'*'S>'f *2  V"      ^'-^i^ 
Map  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 
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PARK  EVALUATION 


I  Neighborhood:  ^ojth 


tiac^^^cM^^^re^ 


2=. 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Name:  ei^t^M^  y^tW^eocuD  Site  Type:  PUl/U'^ 

Location:  esreg-sETT  ^  euN\ Acreage;    |i6f  A    ~ 

Evaluation  Team:^^  ^  ^ 


Evaluation  Date-.  ^  /I  g)7 


Weather  Conditions : 


•^^^U^K^^Vl^ 


Surrounding  Land  Uses 


Site  Plan 


^ 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  playground  - 
Pavement  in  need  of 
litter  pick-up  and 
sweeping. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Playground  fencing 
newly  installed  along 
edge  -  a  good  height, 
not  overly  restrictive 
as  fence  on  right. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Basketball  court,  kids 
playing  stickball. 
It  is  unclear  what 
cut-outs  in  pavement 
are  for. 


C) 


D 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  across  tennis 
towards  basketball 
court  showing  expanse 
of  paving.   Kids 
sitting  on  wall  in  shadt 
of  adjacent  trees. 
Need  for  additional 
benches. 


Site  Photograph  6 


Passive  use  area, 
benches  added  in 
wide  expanse  of 
asphalt. 


New 


i 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Byme  Playground 
Location:  Everett  and  Elm  Streets 
Acreage:  1.16  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Byrne  Playground  is  a  rectangular  site  bordered  by  Everett,  Elm  and  Mill  Streets 
on  the  north,  west  and  east  To  the  south  there  is  a  quarter-acre  wooded  parcel. 


The  park  is  almost  entirely  paved  with  the  exception  of  tree  pits  and  a  large  sand 
area  for  play  equipment  There  is  a  sitting  area  in  the  middle  of  the  site.  The  park 
has  tennis  and  basketball  courts,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  low  brick  wall  capped 
with  concrete  and  supporting  a  six-foot  chain-link  fence.  Surrounding  land  uses 
are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Almost  all  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition,  although  a  few 
benches  are  in  fair  condition.  The  courts  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  play- 
ground, generally,  is  in  good  condition,  although  some  equipment  needs  repair. 
The  trees  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  there  is  no  grass  on  site.  Renovations  to 
facilities  are  currendy  underway  by  the  City. 


Major  Site 


Byme  Playground,  with  its  excessive  pavement,  lack  of  green  space  and  poor 
layout,  is  a  barren  space.  Basketball  and  tennis  courts  are  not  efficiently  laid  out, 
resulting  in  leftover  paved  areas  that  have  been  developed  as  sitting  areas.  The 
location  of  these  sitting  areas  is  not  conducive  to  relaxation  and  passive  use.  Two 
of  the  three  entrances  are  arbitrarily  located  in  the  center  of  street  frontage,  rather 
than  responding  to  the  circulation  routes  pedestrians  take  when  coming  to  the 
park.  There  is  a  greater  need  for  fundamental  renovation  dian  improvements  to 
specific  facilities. 


XVI-8 


D 


DRAFT 


Nei^iborhocxi:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Byrne  Playgnxind 

Location:  Everett  and  Elm  Streets 

Acreage:   1.16  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No. :  SD-2 


Site  Description: 


Byrne  Playground  is  a  rectangular  site  bordered 
by  Everett,  Elm  and  Mill  Streets  on  the  north, 
west  and  east.  To  the  south  there  is  a 
quarter-acre  wooded  parcel. 

The  park  is  ailmost  entirely  paved  with  the 
exc^jtion  of  tree  pits  and  a  large  sand  area  for 
play  equipment.  There  is  a  sitting  area  in  the 
middle  of  the  site.  The  park  has  tennis  and 
basketball  courts,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  lew 
brick  Weill  Cc^ped  with  concrete  and  si^rparting  a 
six  foot  chain  link  fence.  Surrounding  land  uses 
are  residenticil . 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Almost  all  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
good  condition,  eilthough  a  few  benches  are  in 
fair  condition.  The  courts  are  all  in  good 
condition.  The  playground,  generally,  is  in  good 
condition,  althoui^  some  equipment  needs  r^jair. 
The  trees  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  there  is 
no  grass  on  site.  Renovations  to  facilities  are 
currently  underway  by  the  City. 

Byrne  Playground,  with  its  excessive  pavement, 
lack  of  green  space  and  poor  layout,  is  a  barren 
space.  Basketball  and  tennis  courts  are  not 
efficiently  laid  out,  resulting  in  leftover  paved 
arecis  that  have  been  developed  cis  sitting  areas. 
These  sitting  areas  are  not  located  so  as  to  be 
conducive  to  relaxation  and  passive  use.  Two  of 
the  three  entrances  are  arbitrarily  located  in 
the  center  of  street  frontage  rather  than 
responding  to  the  circulation  routes  pedestrians 
take  when  ccming  to  the  park.  The  basic  design 
issues  v*iich  need  to  be  addressed  indicate  there 
is  a  necessity  for  a  more  fundamentail  renovation 
than  improvements  to  specific  facilities. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 

PARK  EVALUATION 
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.Jeighborhoodi  ^jootv^  T:^ogcv\g'yg&^ 

Site  Name;    CeuTeevAi/e.  V^^^^j—       Site  Type:  ^^\r^i/vC^ 

Location:   0-pu6.,»4>f  giootcM^ipe     Acreage:  Q-T^i-k 

Evaluation  Team:  ^T  ^  P^ 

Evaluation  Date:  g^'/'Zt>7 


_  Weather  Conditions: 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:    ^^^lA PyA±\j^.LJ 


Site  Plan 
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p. 2 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  square  looking 
towards  Bournside 
Street  showing 
miscellaneous  choice 
of  trees. 


Site  Photograph  g 

Some  tree  planting  to 
replace  removed  trees. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Mechanical  damage 
caused  by  lawn  mower 
at  base  of  trees. 
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Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Ccntervale  Park 

Location:  Centervalc  Park,  Upland  Avenue  and  Boumside  Street 

Acreage:  0.22  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Centervale  Park  is  a  long,  narrow  block-long  strip  of  parkland  between  two  one- 
way lanes  of  traffic  on  Centervale  Park.  There  are  residences  on  both  sides  of  the 
street  To  the  east  is  Boumside  Street  and  to  the  west  is  Upland  Avenue.  The 
park  is  planted  with  a  single  row  of  shade  and  flowering  trees  of  many  different 
species.  There  are  large  gaps  in  the  tree  plantings  in  the  western  end  of  the  park, 
and  a  sidewalk  crosses  this  park  edge. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  curb  is  in  good  condition.  However,  several  sections  in  the  eastern 
end  of  the  park  have  settled  or  heaved  and  require  resetting.  A  number  of  trees 
have  beenjemoved  and  not  replantgd^ JTie  trees  have  almost  all  sufferedjge^ 

c;tTianrc^damage  frony^wn  mowing  equipment.  The  grasslsTor  the  most  part  in 

"good  condition^ 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  presence  of  Centervale  Park,  which  serves  as  a  green  median  along  Center- 
vale Park  road,  greatly  enhances  this  road  and  the  residences  along  it  A  major 
issue  for  the  site  is  the  damage  to  trees  caused  by  lack  of  careful  mowing  around 
them.  They  are  the  primary  aesthetic  elements  of  this  space  and  their  health  will 
determine  the  visual  success  of  the  square.  The  use  of  different  tree  species  has 
weakened  the  design,  and  replanting  of  missing  trees  should  be  done  with  the 
purpose  of  introducing  one  species  throughout  to  provide  greater  unity  to  what  is 
a  simple,  linear  space.  ■  • 
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Nei^iborticxad:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Centervale  Park 

Location:  Centervale  Park,  Inland  Avenue  and 

Boumside  Street 
Acreage:   0.22  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. :  SD-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site 


Centervale  Park  is  a  long,  narrow  block-long 
strip  of  parJdand  between  two  one-way  lanes  of 
traffic  on  Centervale  Park.  There  are  residences 
on  both  sides  of  the  street.  To  the  east  is 
Boumside  Street  and  to  the  west  is  Upland 
Avenue.  The  park  is  planted  with  a  single  rcw  of 
shade  cind  flowering  trees  of  many  different 
species.  There  are  large  gaps  in  the  tree 
plantings  in  the  western  end  of  the  park,  and  a 
sidewalk  crosses  this  park  edge. 

Most  of  the  curb  is  in  good  condition.  However, 
severed,  sections  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  park 
have  settled  or  heaved  and  require  resetting.  A 
number  of  trees  have  been  removed  and  not 
r^lanted.  The  trees  have  almost  all  suffered 
mechanical  damage  from  lawn  mewing  equiprent. 
The  grass  is  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition. 

The  presence  of  Centervcae  Park,  vAiich  serves  as 
a  green  median  along  Centervale  Park  road, 
greatly  enhances  this  road  and  the  residences 
along  it.  A  major  issue  for  the  site  is  the 
damage  to  trees  caused  by  lack  of  careful  mowing 
around  them.  They  are  the  primary  aesthetic 
elements  of  this  space  and  their  heeilth  will 
determine  the  visucil  success  of  the  square.  The 
use  of  different  tree  species  has  weakened  the 
design,  and  r^lanting  of  missing  trees  should  be 
done  with  the  purpose  of  introducing  one  species 
throughout  to  provide  greater  unity  to  vAiat  is  a 
sinple,  linecir  space. 
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Uiii:  Ui^'iiOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  fxx^m  Dckkm&^t^^ 
Site  Name;  doe^c^-n-  "F^^ifc-  Site  Type:  Pi^^tJ  iA'h 

Location:  w^eniM^^/rz^Kj  ^, ciA\teoogMlF^  Acreage;  Q ^'^AJ 
Evaluation  Team:  ^P^^^f Weather  Conditions; 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date;    ^  12  •  £7  ^^^^wi 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:    K^^-^vttlA^ 


a 


Site  Plan 


•h^jiKvt\  Wi/.L^  ^^*  v^vt     ~n        ^ 


.  ^ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  park  edge 
along  Claybourne 
Street.   Weed  growth 
along  fenceline  needs 
attention.   Chain 
link  on  fencing  by 
basketball  court  is 
missing. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Short  cut  to  court 
from  accessway  along 
southern  edge  of 
park. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Desire  line  and 
access  point  at  corner 
of  property.   Park 
used  as  accessway 
between  Claybourne  and 
Washington  Streets. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Desire  lines  caused  by 
cross  traffic.   Poor 
site  drainage  shown  in 
ponding  at  base  of 
slope  and  edge  of 
court. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Playground  at  top  of 
slope. 


Site  Photograph  6 
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Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Corbett  Park 

Location:  Washington  and  Clayboume  Streets 

Acreage:  0.94  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description:  Corbett  Park  is  a  square  park  on  the  north  side  of  Washington  Street  The  park 

slopes  steeply  down  to  Clayboume  Street  and  offers  distant  views  to  the  harbor 
islands.  A  small  playground  structure  is  located  in  the  northwest  comer  of  the 
park  adjacent  to  Washington  Street.  There  is  a  sitting  area  along  a  pathway  to  the 
south.  There  is  a  steep  concrete  ramp  with  steps  to  a  basketball  coun  along  the 
southeastern  park  edge.  A  row  of  trees  is  planted  along  the  Washington  Street 
sidewalk  and  behind  the  basketball  court  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments:  Most  benches,  paving,  steps,  ramp,  and  railing  are  in  good  condition.  All  the 

pedestrian  lights  have  been  vandalized  and  no  longer  work.  The  basketball  court 
is  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  play  structure  is  in  fair  condition,  but  additional 
sand  surfacing  is  needed.  The  trees  are  generally  in  good  condition.  The  grass  is 
very  rough  and  has  been  eroded  away  in  places  where  there  are  desire  paths. 


Major  Site  Issues:  Corbett  Park,  situated  on  a  hilly  section  of  Dorchester,  offers  fine  views  to  the 

harbor  islands  to  the  north.  The  park  is  the  only  walking  linkage  between 
neighborhoods  above  and  below  the  hill  for  a  considerable  distance  along 
Washington  Street.  However,  the  park's  design  has  not  recognized  this  important 
circulation  need,  and  several  prominent  and  eroding  informal  paths  cross  the  park. 

Given  the  steep  topography  and  beautiful  views  from  the  site,  the  park  is  well 
suited  for  development  as  a  passive  use  area.  Improving  the  path  system  and 
adding  more  sitting  areas  will  improve  the  space  dramatically.  Development  of 
recreational  facilities  on  this  steep  site  would  be  cosdy.  There  appear  to  be 
springs  along  the  eastem  slope  of  the  site  which  have  not  been  adequately 
addressed  in  the  constmction  of  the  basketball  court. 
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Nei(^Tborhcxxi:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Corbett  Park 

Location:  Washington  and  Cla^ixiume  Streets 

Acreage:   0.94  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No. :  SD-4 


Site  Description:       Cortaett  Park  is  a  square  park  on  the  north  side 
of  Washington  Street.  The  park  slopes  steeply 
dcwn  to  ClaytxDume  Street  and  offers  distant 
views  to  the  harbor  islands.  A  small  playground 
structure  is  located  in  the  northwest  comer  of 
the  park  adjacent  to  Washington  Street.  There  is 
a  sitting  area  along  a  pathway  to  the  south. 
There  is  a  steep  concrete  raitp  with  st^js  to  a 
basketball  court  along  the  southeastern  park 
edge.  A  rcw  of  trees  is  planted  along  the 
Washington  Street  sidewalk  and  behind  the 
basketball  court.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential . 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site 


Most  benches,  paving,  st^s,  rairp,  and  railing 
are  in  good  condition.  All  the  pedestrian  li^ts 
have  been  vandalized  and  no  longer  work.  The 
basketball  court  is  in  fair  to  good  condition. 
The  play  structure  is  in  fair  condition,  but 
additional  sand  surfacing  is  needed.  The  trees 
are  generally  in  good  condition.  The  grass  is 
very  rou^  and  has  been  eroded  away  in  places 
vtiere  there  are  desire  paths. 

Corbett  Park,  situated  on  a  hilly  section  of 
Dorchester,  offers  fine  views  to  the  harbor 
islands  to  the  north.  The  park  is  the  only 
walking  linkage  between  neighborhoods  above  and 
below  the  hill  for  a  considerable  distance  along 
Washington  Street.  However,  the  park's  design 
has  not  recognized  this  iitportant  circulation 
need,  and  several  prominent  and  eroding  informal 
paths  cross  the  park- 
Given  the  ste^  topography  and  beautiful  views 
from  the  site,  the  park  is  well  suited  for 
develcpnent  as  a  passive  use  area.  Iirproving  the 
path  system  and  adding  more  sitting  areas  will 
iitprove  the  space  dramatically.  Developament  of 
recreational  facilities  on  this  steep  site  is 
costly.  There  appear  to  be  springs  along  the 
eastern  slcpe  of  the  site  which  have  not  been 
adequately  addressed  in  the  construction  of  the 
basketball  cxxirt. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  SUMMARY 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 


'-5D 


4- 
SITE^NG. 


o 

s 

5" 

o 

H 
< 

Z 

o 

H 

Q 
Z 

s 

< 

a: 
u 

< 
o- 

^8 

<.  ii 

- 

1 

r 

- 

1 

7 

^ 

> 

^ 

^ 

^" 

'' 

_ 

" 

>^ 

y/ 

^ 

' 

)< 

-t 

■^ 

ht 

^:^ 

^ 

_ 

*~ 

\^^ 

■ 

■ 

Ih 

SS%^^*^ 

^^" 

.    b  a  nsK 

^^^^ 

■    ■ 

)< 

^ 

I 

■ffil 

■ 

■m 

_ 

X 

X 

J 

^^^■ 

~' 

\<«^ 

x^^ 

x;^ 

i: 

J_ 

I 

L 

H   H 

■s^ 

1 

1 

! 

H^ 

. 

1 

k; 

— H_L 

i 

OS 

<: 

X 
05 

u 
u 

M 

PQ 

CO 

W 
X 

-J 

CO 

Q 

OS 
< 

o 

•z. 

< 

m 

X 

u 
% 

C/2 
OS 

2 

2 

s 
|. 

i<S 
2 

OS 

u 

H 

i 

en 

2 

H 
X 

a 

2 

OS 

H 

W 
Q 
Ui 

Q 
< 

g 

o 

2 

< 

CL, 

C/5 

O 
en 

en 
H 
2 

S 

2 

i 

en 

aa 

< 

H 
U 
2 

en 

►J 

en 

a. 

1 

H 

u 

> 

□s 

UJ 

>- 

OS 
H 

en 
2 

U 

C/5 

OS 
< 

w 

< 

XPu 
cnw 

en 

OS 

H 

OS 

i 

OS 

X 

©: 


c 


i 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


)  Neighborhood:  ^ouTH  Xxy^CM^^^pye^^ 

3ite  Name ;  Cl^^hj i M   PA^^^ Site  Type:  h^i^vXM^-^ 

Location:  ^f^^^hxr 'e\MMU\4^\C^WT      Acreage:  2..Z^K 
Evaluation  Team-.  "^  ^%^  Weather  Conditions 

Evaluation  Date:    Pq  >\'2'  &7 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  R'i^l/f^cjW^ 


Site  Plan 
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D     II 


Site  Photograph  1 

Entrance  to  park. 
Black  metal  bollards 
an  effective,  un- 
obstructuve  means  of 
access  control. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Playground  -  equipment 
old  and  vandalised 
with  little  interactive 
play  value.   Rubber 
safety  surface 
failing. 


Site  Photograph  3 

New  tree  planting  in 
a  grove. 
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Site  Photograph  4 

Street  hockey.   Grass 
very  poor  around  edge. 
Light  poles  at  right 
and  sloped  edge  inside 
hockey  area  -  a 
potential  safety  hazarrl 
to  hockey  players. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Recent  pruning  of 
mature  shade  trees. 
Grass  along  edge 
eroded  by  foot  traffic, 


Site  Photograph  6 

Access  into  park  from 
corner  of  Brent  and 
Melbourne  Streets. 
Grass  worn  at  edges. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph 

Synthetic  twine  used 
for  securing  tree 
wrap  can  girdle  a 
tree. 


Site  Photograph  8 
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Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Cronin  Park 

Location:  Brent  and  Wainwright  Streets 

Acreage:  2.24  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description:  Cronin  Park  is  a  square  site  bordered  by  Brent,  Wainwright  and  Melbourne 

Streets  on  the  south,  west  and  east.  Residences  abut  the  park  to  the  north.  The 
park  has  recently  been  reconstructed.  Street  hockey  and  basketball  courts  are 
located  along  the  east  side  of  the  park.  A  Litde  League  field  is  located  in  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  park,  north  of  which  is  a^layground.  The  park  has 
several  groves  of  recently  plantedjugar  Maples  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the 
.  park  and  around  the  basketball  court  Along  the  street  edges  of  the  park  there  are 

*-C  •  cL-     mature  Ash  and^jngko  trees.  The  park  is  enclosed  on  all  sides  with  chain-link 
fencing.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


UL.O- 


Condition  Assessments: 


u^.  ^ 


All  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition  except  for  small  areas  of 
chain  link  fencing.  The  street  hockey  and  basketball  courts  are  in  good  condition. 
The  Little  League  field  is  mostly  in  good  condition,  although  the  outfield  is  badly 
wom  and  compacted.  The  newly  installed  tree  plantings  have  been  badly  vandal- 
ized. Many  are  showing  signs  of  stress.  Nylon  string  of  the  tree  wrap  has  not 
been  removed  from  trees  and  many  trees  are  being  girdled  by  it 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  major  issue  for  Cronin  Park  is  on-going  maintenance  and  repair  to  protect  the 
park's  recent  improvements,  especially  the  implementation  of  an  active  turf 
maintenance  program  to  sustain  the  grass  through  heavy  use. 


The  overall  layout  of  recent  improvements  is  good.  There  are,  however,  some 
shortcomings.  The  berm  around  the  basketball  court  is  too  small  and  steep  to 
easily  maintain  and  the  grass  is  failing.  The  location  of  lights  for  the  street 
hockey  courts  inside  the  encompassing  fence,  and  the  steep  rolled  berm  at  the 
court  edges,  are  intrusive  and  problematic  for  play.  There  are  very  few  benches  in 
the  park.  It  is  questionable  whether  an  eighufoot  chain-link  fence  is  necessary 
along  Melbourne  Street  A 
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Nei^Tborhocxi:     South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:     Cronin  Park 

location:     Brent  and  Wainwri^t  Streets 

Acreage:       2.24  A  Site  Type:     Playgrcund 


No. :  SD-5 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Cronin  Park  is  a  square  site  bordered  by  Brent, 
Wainwri(^t  and  Melbourne  Streets  on  the  south, 
west  and  east.  Residences  abut  the  park  to  the 
north.  The  park  has  recently  been 
reconstructed.  Street  hockey  and  bastetbeill 
courts  are  located  along  the  east  side  of  the 
park.  A  little  league  field  is  located  in  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  park,  north  of  vAiich  is  a 
playground.  The  park  has  several  groves  of 
recently  planted  Sugar  Maples  in  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  park  and  around  the  basketball 
court.  Along  the  street  edges  of  the  park  there 
are  mature  Ash  and  Gingko  trees.  The  park  is 
enclosed  on  all  sides  with  chain  link  fencing. 
Surrounding  land  uses  eire  residentieil . 

All  standard  park  built  elements  cire  in  good 
condition  exc^jt  for  small  areas  of  chain  link 
fencing.  The  street  hockey  and  basketball  courts 
are  in  good  condition.  The  little  league  field 
is  mostly  in  good  condition,  although  the 
outfield  is  badly  worn  and  corpacted.  The  newly 
installed  tree  plantings  have  been  badly 
vandalized.  Many  are  shewing  signs  of  stress. 
Nylon  string  of  the  tree  wrap  has  not  been 
removed  from  trees  and  many  trees  are  being 
girdled  by  it. 

The  major  issue  for  Cronin  Park  is  on-going 
maintenance  and  r^jair  to  protect  the  park's 
recent  inprovements,  especicilly  the 
inplementation  of  an  active  turf  maintenance 
program  to  sustain  the  grass  throu^  heavy  use. 

The  overall  layout  of  recent  inprovements  cire 
good.  There  are,  however,  seme  shortcanings. 
The  berm  around  the  basketball  court  is  too  small 
and  ste^  to  easily  maintain  and  the  grass  is 
failing.  The  location  of  lights  for  the  street 
hockey  courts  inside  the  enccitpassing  fence  and 
the  steep  rolled  berm  at  the  court  edges  are 
intrusive  and  problematic  for  play.  There  cire 
very  few  benches  in  the  park.  It  is  questionable 
whether  an  8  foot  chain  link  fence  is  necessary 
along  Melbourne  Street. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  600T^  DQg^^Teg- 

Jite  Name;P0K&gTY-6.(g^OM  PUbD . Site  Type:  pUvlfiMixjU 

Location:  DP(acH5g:?nag.»6?€MeVAs       Acreage:  f5-^LpA 

Evaluation  Team;  ^9P  ^  fe:^ 

Evaluation  Date:  ^  'l^-bl 


SITE  NO. 


Weather  Conditions: 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^|/^m2\/'^^JiL\^■£>i'lJ^^^J^^'<^^ 
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SITE  NO. 

HHh 

Site  Photograph  J 

SbQmH 

View   looking   out   at 

M'lF  "'•^■i 

main   entrance   off 

^^9^5^S 

Dorchester  Avenue. 

■^^^^nHSSi 

Flower  bed  with 

I'ffl^ 

deteriorated   element 

i 

in   center.      Benches 

i 

without   backs.      Grass 

■^ 

very  worn  by 

J 

entrance. 

---^-^■*4^^ 

.v-y^^^j^li 

Site  Photograph  2 

Desire  lines  at  park 
corner  and  around 
edge  of  park  indicate 
need  to  improve 
circulation  system. 
Abandoned  metal 
structure  at  base  of 
light  pole. 


^                                                 h 

.  AAlatfB 

Site  Photograph  3 

Playground.      Rubber 
safety   surface 
failing,    sand    level 
too    low,    grass  worn. 

^    '^"•JitA  ./.r-P^^^H^^^BI 

ft^.      ^^^          "■-*  ■'«»,-'•*-  ^"^^^^^^ 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Concrete  footings  at 
corner  of  Dorchester 
Avenue  and  Park  Street 
impede  grass  maintenance, 
Grass  very  worn  along 
edge. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Recently  renovated 
field  house  closed. 
Trash  storage  an 
eyesore.   Grass  play 
surface  extremely  poor, 
Maintenance  vehicles 
contributing  to  the 
problem  of  soil  compac- 
tion and  worn  turf. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Pedestrian  and  vehicular 
access  compacting  soil 
and  wearing  away  grass. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph 

Main  entrance  from 
Park  Street  top  half 
of  right-hand  column 
needs  re-installation. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Grass  very  patchy  and 
soil  compacted. 
Flowering  trees  plantec 
too  close  to  fence, 
preventing  lawn  mowing 
around  base. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Maintenance  of  this 
edge  difficult  because 
of  location  of  fence  - 
grass  strip  created  at 
sidewalk. 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Dohcrty  -  Gibson  Playground 

Location:  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Park  Street 

Acreage:  5.86  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Doherty  -  Gibson  Playground  is  a  trapezoidal  site  located  on  the  west  side  of 
Dorchester  Avenue,  south  of  its  intersection  with  Park  Street.  The  west  edge  of 
the  park  abuts  Boumeside  Street.  Residences  abut  the  park  to  the  south.  Opposite 
the  park  on  Park  Street  is  a  large  shopping  center.  On  Dorchester  Avenue  just 
north  of  the  park  are  commercial  establishments.  The  park  is  enclosed  with  six- 
foot  chain-link  fencing  on  three  sides.  Fencing  was  removed  along  the  Park    . 
Street  edge.  A  baseball  field  was  developed  in  the  southern  section  of  the  park  by 
cutting  into  the  hillside  to  the  south  and  filling  the  northwest  park  section  where 
there  is  a  basketball  court.  There  is  a  recreation  building,  sitting  and  game  table 
area  and  playground  opposite  the  intersection  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Gibson 
Street  The  far  northern  section  of  the  park  is  developed  for  Little  League  play. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Standard  park-built  elements  vary  considerably  in  condition  from  good  to  poor, 
with  some  unusable  elements.  The  grass  throughout  most  of  the  sports  field  areas 
is  in  very  poor  condition,  exhibiting  large  bare  areas  with  compacted  soil.  The 
infields  are  in  fair  condition,  but  need  improvement.  The  basketball  court  is  in 
good  condition.  The  playground  structures  are  mosdy  in  good  condition.  More 
sand  is  needed  as  well  as  repair  of  play  equipment  and  the  rubber  safety  surface. 
Most  of  the  trees  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Scheduled  renovations  to  this  park 
will  address  these  issues  as  well  as  fence  repair  and  vehicular  access  control. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Planned  renovations  will  solve  many  of  the  immediate  structural  problems  with 
the  facilities  of  Doherty  -  Gibson  Playground.  However,  there  are  design  issues 
that  will  continue  to  aggravate  maintenance  and  the  physical  condition  of  the 
park.  The  circulation  system  for  both  pedestrians  and  maintenance  vehicles  is 
inadequate,  causing  eroded  desire  lines  across  the  site.  Maintenance  vehicles 
have  driven  across  theJsittle_League  field  and  other  grassed  areas  and  worn 
prominent  tracks  in  the'park.^ 


X 


Location  of  the  fence  along  Boumeside  Street  eight  feet  back  from  the  park  edge 
has  created  a  steep,  narrow  strip  of  land  that  is  difficult  to  maintain.  Fencing 
appears  excessive  here,  and  it  should  be  determmed  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
fence  the  entire  park  perimeter.  There  are  opportunities  to  add  plant  materials 
along  the  park  edges  which  would  enrich  a  somewhat  barren  landscape.  More 
intensive  maintenance  is  needed,  particularly  in  grassy  areas  which  are  very  worn 
and  compacted. 


XVI-12 


J 


-^rf 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Dcherty  -  Gibson  Playground 
Location:  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Park  Street 
Acreage:   5.86  A       Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  SD-6 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Dcherty  -  Gibson  Playground  is  a  trapezoidal  site 
located  on  the  west  side  of  Dorchester  Avenue 
south  of  its  intersection  with  Park  Street.  The 
west  edge  of  the  park  abuts  Bournes ide  Street. 
Residences  abut  the  park  to  the  south.  Opposite 
the  park  on  Park  Street  is  a  large  shopping 
center.  On  Dorchester  Avenue  just  north  of  the 
park  are  commercial  establishments.  The  park  is 
enclosed  with  6  foot  chain  link  fencing  on  three 
sides.  Fencing  was  removed  along  the  Park  Street 
edge.  A  basebcill  field  was  developed  in  the 
southern  section  of  the  park  by  cutting  into  the 
hillside  to  the  south  and  filling  the  northwest 
park  section  v*iere  there  is  a  basketball  court. 
There  is  a  recreation  building,  sitting  and  game 
table  area  and  playground  c^posite  the 
intersection  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Gibson 
Street.  The  far  northern  section  of  the  park  is 
developed  for  little  league  play. 

Standard  park  built  elements  vary  considerably  in 
condition  from  good  to  poor,  with  seme  unusable 
elements.  The  grass  throughout  most  of  the 
sports  field  areas  is  in  very  poor  condition, 
exhibiting  large  bare  areas  with  conpacted  soil. 
The  infields  are  in  fair  condition,  but  need 
inprovement. •  The  basketball  court  is  in  good 
condition.  The  playground  structures  are  mostly 
in  good  condition.  More  sand  is  needed  as  well 
as  repair  of  play  equipment  and  the  rut±er  safety 
surface.  Most  of  the  trees  are  in  fair  to  good 
condition.  Scheduled  renovations  to  this  park 
will  address  these  issues  as  well  as  fence  repair 
and  vehicular  access  control. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Pleinned  renovations  will  solve  many  of  the 

immediate  structural  prcblems  with  the  facilities 
of  Dc^ierty  -  Gibson  Playground.  However,  there 
are  design  issues  that  will  continue  to  aggravate 
maintenance  and  the  physiccil  condition  of  the 
park.  The  circulation  system  for  both 
pedestrians  and  maintenance  vehicles  is 
inadequate,  causing  eroded  desire  lines  across 
the  site.  Maintenance  vehicles  have  driven 
across  the  little  league  field  and  other  grassed 
areas  and  worn  prominent  tracks  in  the  peirk. 
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Locaticjn  of  the  fence  along  Boumeside  Street  8 
feet  back  frcan  the  park  edge  has  created  a  ste^, 
narrcw  strip  of  land  that  is  difficult  to 
maintain.  Fencing  appears  excessive  here,  and  it 
should  be  determined  vAiether  it  is  neoesseiry  to 
fence  the  entire  pcirk  perijneter.  There  are 
cpportunities  to  add  plant  materials  along  the 
park  edges  v^iich  would  enrich  a  scanevrtiat  barren 
landscape.  More  intensive  maintenance  is  needed, 
particularly  in  grassed  areas  vhich  are  very  worn 
and  ccjtpacted. 
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STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 
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NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  NO. 


I  NeighhoThood'' ^ouTH  vauMe^:n^£^ 
Site  Name;  PpgOfg^TTee^  TP^v^       Site  Typetl^it^thpxi/  ba<^'Pif^l6 
Location:  vo^cMeevB^i^^oAf/^hXC>   Acreage;  2>e.4^A 
Evaluation  Team;  ^1^    ^  fbfr  Weather  Conditions; 

Evaluation  Date;    g^'l^-  gp^^  ^vtivvuA 


Surrounding  Land  Uses;    ulj^t^i:^ 


Site  Plan 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Entrance  to  park  from 
Adams  Street  with 
cleaned  area  along 
front  and  natural  wood- 
land  behind. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Steps  leading  up  to 
access  on  Englewood 
Street. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Entrance  from  Richview 
Street.   Pathway  too 
steep  and  causing 
erosion.   Steps  need 
to  be  installed  as 
this  area  is  heavily 
used  as  access  to 
ball  field. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

View  looking  into 
wooded  area. 


Site  Photograph  5 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  7 


Baseball  field. 


Site  Photograph  y^ 

Basketball  and  tennis 
broken  benches  and 
fencing,  graffiti  and 
evidence  of  many  fires 


Site  Photograph  9 


Access  to  park  frc 
Richmond  Street. 
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Site  Photograph  1 5 


Site  Photograph  12 


i 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Dorchester  Park 

Location:  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Richmond  Street 

Acreage:  28.45  A 

Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


Site  Description: 


Dorchester  Park  is  a  very  irregularly  shaped  park  with  Carney  Hospital  and 
Dorchester  Avenue  on  the  west,  the  Ashmont  M.B.T.A.  train  yard  on  the  north, 
Dorchester  Avenue  on  the  west  and  Adams  Street  and  residences  along  the  south. 
A  narrow  right-of-way  enters  the  park  from  Richmond  Street  The  east  edge  of 
the  park  abuts  a  portion  of  Englewood  Street,  Richview  Street  and  residences. 
The  topography  of  the  site  is  very  rolling,  with  numerous  rock  outcroppings  and 
boulders.  Most  of  the  park  is  wooded.  A  curvilinear  path  system  which  follows 
the  topography  provides  circulation  throughout  the  site.  A  Little  League  field  is 
located  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the  site.  Abutting  Adams  Street  is  a  small  open 
field  for  informal  play.  Tennis  and  basketball  courts,  as  well  as  some  swings,  are 
located  in  the  center  of  the  park.  Stone  walls  edge  the  park  along  Adams  Street 
and  Dorchester  Avenue. 


t 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  Wails,  paving  and  stairs 
need  only  minor  repair.  The  ballfield  is  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  basketball 
and  tennis  courts  are  heavily  vandalized  and  minimally  usable.  Cars  appear  to 
have  been  burned  on  the  basketball  court  The  swings  are  in  fair  condition.  The 
trees  and  grass  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Dorchester  Park,  with  it  natural  woodland,  rock  outcroppings  and  well-aligned 
pathways  is  a  very  attractive  park.  Maintenance  is  good  and  there  is  little 
accumulation  of  debris.  Graffiti  and  the  burning  of  cars  appear  to  be  major  park 
problems.  The  remote  location  of  the  courts  and  swings  have  made  them  vulner- 
able to  vandalism.  For  the  purposes  of  supervision  their  relocation  to  the  park's 
edge  should  be  investigated.  They  also  seem  out  of  place,  visually,  in  the  center 
of  the  woodlands. 


The  entrance  on  Richview  Street  is  heavily  used  in  order  to  get  to  the  ballfield. 
The  slope  here  is  too  steep  and  is  being  eroded  from  heavy  use.  The  installation 
of  steps  would  resolve  this  problem. 

The  limited  road  frontage,  irregular  shape  and  topography  of  this  site  makes  it 
difficult  to  supervise. 
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Nei^Tborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Dorchester  Park 

Location:  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Richmond  Street 

Acreage:   28.45  A      Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


No. :  SD-7 


Site  Description:       Dorchester  Park  is  a  very  irregularly  shaped  park 
with  Carney  Hospital  and  Dorchester  Avenue  on  the 
west,  the  Ashmont  M.B.T.A.  train  ycirti  on  the 
north,  Dorchester  Avenue  on  the  west  and  Adaits 
Street  and  residences  along  the  south.  A  narrcw 
ri^t-of-way  enters  the  park  frcm  Richmond 
Street.  The  east  edge  of  the  park  abuts  a 
portion  of  Englewood  Street,  Richview  Street  and 
residences.  The  tcpogr^Aiy  of  the  site  is  very 
rolling,  with  numerous  rock  outcrcfpings  and 
boulders.  Most  of  the  park  is  wooded.  A 
curvilinear  path  system  vAiich  follows  the 
tcpogrc^y  provides  circulation  thrcughout  the 
site.  A  little  league  field  is  located  in  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  site.  Abutting  Adams 
Street  is  a  small  cpen  field  for  infontal  play. 
Tennis  eind  basketball  courts,  as  well  as  scne 
swings,  are  located  in  the  center  of  the  peirk. 
Stone  walls  edge  the  park  along  Adams  Street  and 
Dorchester  Avenue. 


OcHidition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  Wcills,  paving  emd  stairs  need  only 
minor  repair.  Ihe  ballfield  is  in  fair  to  good 
condition.  The  basketball  and  tennis  courts  are 
heavily  vandalized  and  minimally  usable.  Cars 
appear  to  have  been  burned  on  the  basketball 
court.  The  swings  are  in  fair  condition.  The 
trees  and  grass  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Dorchester  Park,  with  it  natural  woodland,  rock 
cutcrcFpings  and  well-aligned  pathways  is  a  very 
attractive  park.  Maintenance  is  good  and  there 
is  little  accumulation  of  debris.  Graffiti  and 
the  turning  of  cars  appear  to  be  major  park 
prcblems.  The  remote  location  of  the  courts  and 
swings  have  made  them  vulnerable  to  vandalism. 
For  the  purposes  of  supervision  their  r^ocation 
to  the  park's  edge  should  be  investigated.  They 
also  seem  out  of  place,  visually,  in  the  center 
of  the  woodlands. 


The  entrance  on  Richview  Street  is  heavily  used 
in  order  to  get  to  the  ballfield.  The  slcpe  here 
is  too  ste^  and  is  being  eroded  frcm  heavy  use. 
The  instcillation  of  st^as  would  resolve  this 
prctolem. 


Ihe  limited  road  frontage,  irregular  shape  and 
topography  of  this  site  makes  it  difficult  to 
sv;pervise.  This  along  with  its  woodland 
character  inake  it  more  suitable  for  peissive 
rather  than  active  recreation. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^CH^TH  DogcHee^r^^^ 

Site  Name;  &a^vb>(  n>Y(^g-ooMP  Site  Type:  R^ia,^,^^ 

Location:  M^yoM'^^^r Acreage:  5.'2?'2)A 

Evaluation  Team:  ^9P  ^  ^^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:     ^k|^.g)7  '^ v^v^\ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:   j^^u^vJiAJ^  J 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Plan 


A  Naponset   Avenue    ^^^ 


T    [ 


SCALE 


0    5^ia0        20^ 


50C^ 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Entrance  to  park 
from  Neponset  Avenue. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Circulation  to  play 
area  at  right  and 
around  ballfield  to 
left.   Picnic  area  with 
shade  trees  in  center. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Playground  with  swing 
shelter  behind.   Play 
surface  in  poor  condi- 
tion. 
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SITE  NO. 

Site  Photograph  4 

Basketball   court   at 
right,    parking  behind. 
Area  of   poor  drainage 
in  front   of  parking 
lot. 
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Site  Photograph  5 

^                                                ^ 

View  across   site 
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bleachers. 
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Site  Photograph  6 
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Disturbed  area  by 
new  building. 

^  . 

k 

^^"^^^^^^S^^^^W^ 

^ 

^,  •  \  ,t/ ' 


^jiite-S» 


Site  Photograph   / 
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Vehicular  access   road 

around  site.      Wetland 
along  property   line 
on   left. 
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Site  Photograph  8 


Site  Photograph  9 
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Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Garvey  Playground 

Location:  Neponset  Avenue  and  Morrissey  Boulevard 

Acreage:  5.33  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Garvey  Playground  is  an  irregiilarly  shaped  park  between  Neponset  Avenue  and 
Morrissey  Boulevard.  The  park  abuts  residences  to  the  north  and  the  Southeast 
Expressway  is  nearby  to  the  east  The  park  slopes  down  from  Neponset  Avenue 
to  a  concrete  bleacher  and  baseball  field.  To  the  south  is  a  picnic  and  sitting  area 
with  a  shelter  and  playground.  There  is  a  basketball  court  and  paiking  in  the 
northeast  section  of  the  park  and  a  large  field  house  building  along  Morrissey 
BoulevanL  Two  trees  are  located  along  Neponset  Avenue  and  a  grove  of  trees  are 
planted  around  the  sitting/playground  area. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Most  of  the  light 
poles  are  out  of  vertical  alignment  The  baseball  field  is  in  fair  condition  except 
for  the  backstop  which  is  in  good  condition.  The  major  problem  with  the  ballfield 
is  the  grass  cover  which  is  badly  worn  and  the  surface  grade  which  has  several 
depressions.  The  basketball  court  is  in  good  condition.  The  playground  equip- 
ment is  in  fair  condition.  The  play  surface  is  very  poor  and  almost  unusable  due 
to  poor  drainage.  Most  trees  and  lawn  other  than  the  ballfield  are  in  good 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Garvey  Playground  exhibits  poor  drainage  in  several  places  which  has  resulted  in 
boggy,  poorly  maintained  areas.  Development  of  ponds  or  other  design  solutions 
which  acknowledge  these  marsh  environments  can  make  this  condition  an  asset  or 
special  feature  of  the  site.  The  far  edge  of  the  baseball  field,  especially  adjacent 
to  the  sports  building,  is  bleak.  To  make  this  area  more  attractive,  tree  plantings, 
especially  evergreen,  would  softeh  building  and  adjacent  parking  and  screen 
views  of  the  Southeast  Expressway.   The  edge'  of  the  park  on  Neponset  Avenue  is 
poorly  maintained.  The  existing  fence  does  not  appear  necessary  and  could  be 
replaced  by  a  guard  rail  If  fence  is  determined  to  be  needed,  it  should  be 
installed  with  a  mow-strip  at  the  base. 
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Neighbortiood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Getivey  Playground 

Location:  Neponset  Avenue  cind  Morrissey  Boulevard 

Acxeage:   5.33  A      Site  Type*  Playground 


No.:  SD-8 


Site  Descxiption: 


C3andition  Assessments; 


Garvey  Playgrcurd  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park 
between  Ueponset  Avenue  and  Morrissey  Boulevard. 
The  park  atuts  residences  to  the  north  and  the 
Scxitheast  Expressway  is  neariay  to  the  east.  The 
park  slopes  dcwn  fron  Neponset  Avenue  to  a 
concrete  bleacher  and  baseball  field.  To  the 
south  is  a  picnic  and  sitting  area  with  a  shelter 
and  playground.  There  is  a  basketbeill  court  and 
parking  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  park. 
There  is  a  large  field  house  building  eilong 
Morrissey  Boulevard.  TVro  trees  are  located  alcxig 
Neponset  Avenue  and  a  grove  of  trees  are  planted 
around  the  sitting/playground  area. 

Most  stcmdau^d  park  built  elements  are  in  f  edr  to 
good  condition.  Most  of  the  li^t  poles  are  out 
of  vertical  adignment.  The  beiseball  field  is  in 
fatir  condition  except  for  the  backstop  v*iich  is 
in  good  condition.  The  major  problem  with  the 
ballfield  is  the  grass  cover  which  is  badly  worn 
emd  the  surface  grade  which  hcis  several 
depressions.  The  basketball  court  is  in  good 
ccndition.  The  playground  equipment  is  in  fair 
ccnditicn.  The  play  surface  is  very  poor  and 
alncet  unusable  due  to  poor  drainage.  Most  trees 
and  lawn  other  than  the  ballfield,  are  in  good 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Garvey  Playground  esdiibits  poor  drainage  in 
several  places  vAiich  has  resulted  in  boggy, 
poorly  nEontadned  areas.     Development  of  ponds  or 
other  design  solutions  v*iich  acknowledge  these 
marsh  envircnmaits  can  make  this  conditioi  an 
asset  or  special  feature  of  the  site.  The  far 
edge  of  the  bas^aall  field,  e^jecially  adjacent 
to  the  ^xnrts  building,  is  bleak.  Tree 
plantings,  e^jecially  evergreen,  to  soften 
building  and  adjacent  parking  and  to  screen  vievs 
of  the  Southeast  Expressway  would  nake  this  area 
more  attractive.  The  edge  of  the  park  on 
Neponset  Avenue  is  poorly  mcdntcdned.  The 
existing  f  enoe  does  not  appear  necessary  and 
could  be  replaced  by  a  guard  rail.  If  fence  is 
determined  to  be  needed,  it  should  be  installed 
with  a  mow-strip  at  the  base. 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  edge  of 
site  at  Daly  Street. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Entrance  in  need  of 
weed  control.   Entry 
step  a  safety  hazard. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Sports  facilities 
under  construction  - 
basketball  to  left, 
baseball  to  right. 
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Site  Photograph  4 

View  towards  access 
point  from  Ainsly 
Street.   Path  blocked 
by  unusable  bleachers. 
Entrance  needs  further 
definition. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  towards  base  of 
hill.   Wall  at  left  in 
poor  condition.   Much 
broken  glass  and 
evidence  of  fire  here. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  showing  steps  up 
hill.   Grass  slope 
unmaintained. 
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Site  Photograph 

Collapsed  wall  along 
east  property  line. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Access  way  from  Aurica 
Street  blocked  off. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Walkway  to  site  from 
Adams  Street  -  under 
construction. 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Hemcnway  Playground 
Location:  Adams  and  Daly  Streets 
Acreage:  4.41  A 
Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Hemcnway  Playground  is  an  irregularly  shaped  site  located  between  Adams 
Street  on  the  west  and  Daly  Street  on  the  east.  Aurica  and  Ainsley  Streets  dead 
end  at  the  park  on  the  south  and  north.  Approximately  half  the  site  consists  of  an 
irregularly  sloping  hillside  falling  steeply  from  Daly  Street  The  lower  half  of  the 
site  abutting  Adams  Street  has  athletic  fields  and  courts,  all  of  which  are  presendy 
undergoing  reconstruction.  A  playground  is  located  near  the  ballfields  and  is  also 
being  renovated.  There  is  a  concrete  walk  with  a  series  of  steps  which  connects 
the  northeast  comei  of  the  park  to  the  playing  fields.  There  are  desire  lines  from 
Ainsley  Street  and  Daly  Street  to  this  path.  A  concrete  wall  topped  with  chain- 
link  fence  is  located  below  Ainsley  Street  at  the  north  edge  of  the  site.  There  are 
a  number  of  trees  on  the  hillside  and  along  the  north  and  south  property  edges, 
and  several  along  Adams  Street.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  concrete  sidewalk  is  in  generally  poor  condition,  although  most  of  the  stairs 
are  in  good  condition.  The  concrete  retaining  wall  below  Ainsley  Street  is  in 
good  condition.  The  low  retaining  wall  along  the  east  edge  of  the  property  has 
collapsed  along  half  its  length.  The  grass  on  the  hillside  appears  entirely 
neglected.  The  trees  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  grassy  slope  is  the  outstanding  scenic  feature  of  Hemenway  Playground,  yet 
it  is  not  fiilly  recognized  as  an  asset.  It  is  poorly  maintained,  and  the  lack  of 
pathway  linkages  have  caused  numerous  paths  to  be  cut  across  it  There  are  a 
number  of  entrance  points  which  need  to  be  made  more  attractive  and  inviting. 
Entrance  into  the  park  from  Aurica  Street  is  presently  blocked  off,  and  the  need 
for  and  desirability  of  access  here  should  be  determined.  There  is  a  wall  along  the 
top  of  the  hill  at  the  east  comer  of  the  property  which  has  collapsed. 


Nei«^Tborhocxi:     South  Dorciiester 
Site  Name:     Hemenway  Playgrcund 
Lacation:     Adams  cuid  EJaly  Streets 
Acreage:       4.41  A  Site  Type: 


No.:  SD-9 


Playground 


Site  Description:       Hanenway  Playground  is  an  irregularly  sh^jed  site 
located  between  Adams  Street  on  the  west  cind  Deily 
Street  on  the  east.  Aurica  and  Ainsley  Streets 
dead  end  at  the  park  on  the  south  cind  north. 
Approximately  half  the  site  consists  of  an 
irregularly  sloping  hillside  feilling  steely  fran 
Daly  Street.  The  Icwer  hcilf  of  the  site  abutting 
Adams  Street  has  athletic  fields  and  courts,  cdl 
of  vAiich  are  presently  undergoing 
reconstruction.  A  playground  is  located  near  the 
bedlfields  and  is  also  being  renovated.  There  is 
a  concrete  walk  with  a  series  of  steps  \^iich 
connects  the  northeast  comer  of  the  park  to  the 
playing  fields.  There  aure  desire  lines  fron 
Ainsley  Street  and  Daly  Street  to  this  path.  A 
ocncrete  Weill  topped  with  chciin  link  fence  is 
located  belcw  Ainsley  Street  at  the  north  edge  of 
the  site.  There  are  a  number  of  trees  on  the 
hillside  and  cLLcng  the  north  and  south  property 
edges,  and  several  cilong  Adams  Street. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition 


The  concrete  sideweLLk  is  in  genercilly  poor 
condition,  cilthou^  most  of  the  st2drs  are  in 
good  condition.  The  concrete  retaining  wall 
below  Ainsley  Street  is  in  good  condition.  The 
lew  ret£dning  wall  cdong  the  east  edge  of  the 
property  has  ooll^jsed  along  hcilf  its  length. 
The  grass  on  the  hillside  appears  entirely 
unnaintained.  The  trees  are,  for  the  most  part, 
in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues;      The  grassy  slope  is  the  outstanding  scenic 

feature  of  Hanenway  Playground,  and  yet  it  is  not 
fully  recognized  as  an  asset.  It  is  poorly 
maintained,  and  the  lack  of  pathway  linkages  have 
caused  numerous  paths  to  be  cut  across  it.  These 
paths,  entering  the  peuic  fran  Ainsley  Street, 
suggest  that  these  are  a  nunter  of  entrance 
points  ;^iLch  need  to  be  made  more  attractive  and 
inviting.  Entrance  into  the  park  fran  Aurica 
Street  is  presently  blocked  off,  and  the  need  for 
and  desirability  of  access  here  should  be 
determined.  There  is  a  wall  along  the  top  of  the 
hill  at  the  east  comer  of  the  property  which  has 
collapsed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  6ootU  pofZCMe^:^re^ 

Site  Name;  NXM^HM  pl^D.(Hlu:TOp^    Site  Type: Mv'-lh  \U^^^w  lc 

Location:  HIUUTDP  i  NvyeTVegAMeT"  Acreage:  l/bt\ 

Evaluation  Team:  ^f  ^  ^tt  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:      g=^'  |^  trj         ^^rvvwA 


SITE  NO 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^£Q\J^\'Jui{  i  d^^G^^'^^aAU 


Site  Plan 


^es  ^  t:^T^  iriVM^ 


Ltnoxdal*  Av«nu« 
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k^ 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  site  from 
Myrtlebank  Avenue 
showing  play  area  with 
natural  woodlands 
behind. 


Site  Photograph  2 


Pedestrian  and  mainten- 
ance access  points 
from  Lenoxdale  Road. 


Site  Photograph  3 

damage 


Playground 
by  fire. 


I 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Slope  eroded  by  foot 
traffic  from  across 
site. 


Site  I*hotograph  5 

Natural  woods  and 
rock  outcroppings. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Access  diagonally 
across  site  from 
Myrtlebank  Avenue. 


v^ 


Nei^Tborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Martin  Playqrcund 

Locaticn:  Hilltcp  Street  aixl  Myrtldaank  Al 

Acxeage:   1.32  A      Site  IVpe:  Molti-Purpose  Park 


No. :  SD-10 


Site  Description:       Martin  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular  park  en 
the  edge  of  a  residential  area.  C^jposite  the 
park  to  the  south  is  an  area  of  industriea  use. 
The  park  abuts  residences  to  the  north, 
Myrtl^aemk  Avenue  to  the  east,  LenoxdeLle  Avenue 
to  the  west  and  Hilltop  Street  to  the  north.  The 
northern  two-thirds  of  the  park  is  a  rolling, 
partly  vrooded  area  with  boulders  and  rock 
outcroppings.  There  are  many  desire  lines 
throu^Kxit  the  paric.  There  is  a  path  v*iich 
bisects  the  site,  and  in  the  ceiter  of  the  park 
along  the  path  is  a  small  playground.  The 
southern  third  of  the  park  is  an  open  grassed 
area.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential, 
industrial  and  occmercial . 


Ocndition  Assessments; 


All  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition  except  for  the  one  pedestrian  light 
vdiich  is  in  fsdr  condition.  The  play  structures 
are  mostly  in  fadr  condition.  They  require 
repair  and  sanding  of  ^lintered  wood  surfaces. 
The  rubber  seif  ety  surface  is  caning  up  at  its 
edges.  The  woodland  and  the  grassed  area  are 
both  beKily  eroded  in  places. 


Major  Site 


Martin  Playground,  with  its  woodland  and  grassy 
open  areas,  offers  great  potentiad  for  passive 
park  developnent  as  well  as  providing  play 
opportimities  for  children.  This  potential  has 
not  been  realized  in  its  present  state  of 
development.  The  wooded  area  is  crossed  by  worn 
paths  which  are  eroding.  Additicyal  paved  paths 
here,  as  well  as  additional  paths  fran  Myrtl^aank 
Street  and  Lenoxdale  Avenues  to  the  playground, 
should  be  considered.  V^iicles  have  driven 
across  lawns  and  damaged  grass.  Access  control 
needs  to  be  provided  in  places.  The  park  is  in 
need  of  isproved  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
playground  equipment  and  play  surface. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  ^pQUTH  Do^<M^^T&^ 

Site  Name:  f^lPU&Y  FIAY6^zcok4D  Site  Type:  PUcibt" 

Location:  ^iPuey  t  KAi^\/^I>  Acreage:  ^.g^A 

Evaluation  Team:^^9p  ^1^ Weather  Conditions 

Evaluation  Date:    ^13-67  ^^^wvu 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:     W^Q^M')AjLyj- 


SITE  NC 


Site  Plan 


/t''^»^\^ 


i^K  It^KTrnA-l^ 


M^^ 


1 i...i.^^vo 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  across  tennis 
courts.  Surface 
in  good  condition. 
Graffiti  on  walls. 
Excessive  pavement 
at  both  ends. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Well-built  stone  wall 
along  face  of  park, 
but  in  need  of  repair. 
Fencing  in  need  of 
repair. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Seating  area  and 
playground  -  tops  of 
all  game  tables  removed 
and  broken. 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 


Basketball   court, 


Site  Photograph  5 

Playground.   Play 
structure  poor. 
Vandalism  and  missing 
parts  make  this  a 
dangerous  playground. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Back  of  playground. 
Double  fencing  makes 
space  difficult  to 
maintain.   Fencing 
pulled  down. 
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SITE  NC 
Site  Photograph  7 

Timber  play  structure 
burned. 


Site  Photograph  8 


Demolished  game   tables, 


Site  Photograph  9 

Vandalised  play 
structures. 


I 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Ripley  Playground 
Location:  Ripley  Road 
Acreage:  0.86  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Ripley  Playground  is  a  small,  elongated  rectangular  park  on  the  east  side  of 
Ripley  Road.  The  park  abuts  residences  to  the  north,  south  and  east.  Edging  the 
park  along  Ripley  Road  is  a  cobblestone  wall  with  a  concrete  cap  topped  with  a 
wood  and  chain-link  fence.  The  park  has  been  graded  into  three  terraces.  There 
are  tennis  courts  on  the  lowest  terrace  to  the  north.  Above  a  concrete  wall  is  the 
largest,  central  terraced  area  with  a  playground,  a  spray  pool  area,  a  sitting  and 
game  table  area  and  planters  with  trees.  There  is  a  basketball  court  on  the  highest 
terrace  to  the  south.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential 


Condition  Assessments: 


Standard  park-built  elements  range  from  good  to  unusable.  Some  benches,  lights. 
and  wood  curbing  are  good,  but  the  sitting  area  is  heavily  vandalized  and  all  game 
tables  are  unusable.  Only  the  sports  facilities  of  the  park  are  functioning 
adequately.  The  playground  is  minimally  functional.  The  trees  are  in  good 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Vandalism  and  lack  of  maintenance  have  caused  severe  deterioration  and  damage 
to  Ripley  Playground.  It  is  functioning  minimally  at  present,  and  requires  total 
renovation.  Broken  glass,  graffiti  and  debris  are  everywhere.  The  basic  organiza- 
tion of  facilities  in  the  park  is  good.  However,  because  this  is  a  long,  linear  park 
on  three  levels,  two  access  points  are  insufficient  to  provide  entry  and  egress. 
Entrances  are  necessary  at  each  end  of  the  park.  Two  rows  of  chain-link  fencing 
along  the  rear  of  the  second  terrace  are  uimecessary  and  create  a  space  that  is 
difficult  to  maintain.  The  trees  have  been  planted  in  large  planting  beds  and  are 
growing  well  as  a  resulL 


Nei<^Tborhood:  Scuth  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Ripley  Playcnxund 
Location:  Ripley  Road 
Acreage:   0.86  A       Site  Type: 


No. :  SD-11 


Playlot 


Site  DescriptiOTi:       Ripley  Playground  is  a  small,  elcmgated 

rectangulcir  park  on  the  east  side  of  Ripley 
Road.  The  park  atuts  residences  to  the  north, 
scwth  and  east.  Eaging  the  park  along  Ripley 
Road  is  a  cobblestone  wall  with  a  concrete  cap 
tcpped  with  a  wood  and  chain  link  fence.  The 
pcirk  has  been  graded  into  three  terraces.  There 
are  tennis  courts  on  the  lowest  terrace  to  the 
north.  Above  a  concrete  wall  is  the  largest, 
central  terraced  area  with  a  playground,  a  ^ray 
pool  area,  a  sitting  and  game  table  area  and 
planters  with  trees.  Tliere  is  a  basketball  court 
en  the  hi^iest  terrace  to  the  south.  Surrounding 
land  uses  are  residential . 


Condition 


Standard  park  built  elements  range  fran  good  to 
unuscible.  Seme  beriches,  li^ts,  and  wood  curbing 
are  good,  but  the  sitting  area  is  heavily 
vandalized  and  aill  game  tables  are  unusable. 
Only  the  ^xjrts  facilities  of  the  park  are 
functioning  adequately.  The  playground  is 
minimally  functional.  Ihe  trees  are  in  good 
oonditicn. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Vandalism  and  lack  of  maintenance  have  caused 
severe  deterioration  and  daoage  of  Ripley 
Playground.  It  is  functioning  minimally  at 
present,  cind  requires,  total  renovation.  Broken 
glass,  graffiti  and  debris  are  everywhere.  The 
basic  organizatiCTi  of  facilities  in  the  park  is 
good.  However,  because  this  is  a  long,  linear 
park  on  three  levels,  tvro  access  points  are 
insufficient  to  provide  entry  and  egress. 
Entrances  are  necessary  at  each  end  of  the  park. 
IVro  rcws  of  chain  link  fencing  alcxig  the  rear  of 
the  second  terrace  are  unnecessary  and  create  a 
space  that  is  difficult  to  maintain.  The  trees 
have  been  planted  in  large  planting  beds  and  are 
grcwing  well  as  a  result. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^oum  DoecM&^rt^ 
3ite  Name;  g^&ee=r^  TUV^^gouMi:?    Site  Type:  pLu\\^' 
Location:  dumeai^ 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Team:  ^^  K  &\ 
Evaluation  Date:    ^  [^    g^7 


Acreage:  IO.'2/AI 


Weather  Conditions: 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:^/-[ACi>l  ^  l^/^iCi^^j.-fu^./     ^WauT. 


Site  Plan 


£UL 


0    so  100        200 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Playground   -  unusable 


Site  Photograph  2 

Recently  developed 
entrance  from  Washing- 
ton Street,  view 
into  park. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  looking  towards 
desire  line  from 
adjacent  parcel. 


SITE  NO 


Site  Photograph  4 

Tennis  courts  -  surface 
in  poor  condition. 
Fencing  down  at  far  end 
of  court. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Graffiti  on  bleachers. 
Grass  clippings 
dumped  at  side. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Access  point  from 
adjacent  school. 


Site  Photograph.  ? 

Backstop  and  infield 
no  longer  being 
maintained. 
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Site  Photograph  8 


Recreation  building 
closed. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Poor  surfacing  in 
foreground  and  old 
parking  area  beyond. 


Neighborhood:  Souih  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Roberts  Playground 
Location:  Dunbar  Avenue 
Acreage:  10.2  A 
Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Roberts  Playground  is  a  large,  irregularly  shaped  site  abutting  Dunbar  Avenue  on 
the  north,  a  large  school  on  the  west  and  residences  on  the  south.  A  protruding 
leg  of  the  property  extends  to  Washington  Street  on  the  east.  Most  of  the  site  has 
been  developed  for  field  sports  use.  There  are  baseball,  softball  and  Litile_League 
fields  and  bleachers.  Tennis  and  basketball  courts  are  located  at  the  southeast 
comer  of  the  park.  At  the  northeast  comer  is  a  small  playground,  parking  area 
and  restroom  facility.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential,  commercial  and  un- 
developed land. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Several  benches 
and  many  sections  of  fencing  are  ruined.  The  grass  of  the  sports  fields  is  in  fair  to 
good  condition,  although  wom  in  some  places.  The  infields  are  in  poor  condition 
except  for  the  baseball  infield  which  is  in  good  condition.  The  basketball  and 
tennis  courts  are  unusable.  The  few  park  trees  and  the  grass  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. Renovations  to  the  park  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  slope  along  most  of  Dunbar  Avenue  edge  of  Roberts  Playground  greatly 
limits  visibility  into  the  park  and  makes  supervision  from  the  road  difficult. 
Because  of  this,  it  would  be  best  if  athletic  courts  and  playground  were  located  as 
ctosc  to  the  northeastem  parte  edge  as  possible,  where  there  are  better  views  into 
the  site.  At  present,  this  comer  is  paved  and  appears  to  serve  no  purpose.  The 
park  is  barren  and  would  greatly  benefit  from  additional  trees. 

The  circulanon  system  docs  not  respond  lo  desired  points  of  entry,  and  numerous 
holes  have  been  cut  through  the  fence.  The  teij^oot  chain-link  fence  along 
Dunbar  Street  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary  along  the  entire  road  frontage.  The 
access  point  fit)m  Washington  Street  has  been  well  designed  to  define  entry  into 
the  park.  There  is  a  strip  of  lant^  north  of  this  entrance  from  the  playground  east 
to  the  street  It  is  not  clear  whether  tl^s  is  parkland.  If  it  is,  it  could  be  better 
integrated  into  the  site. 


.r> 


Neighborhood:  Scuth  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Roberts  Playqrcxind 
liDcaticn:  Dunbar  Avenue 
Acreage:   10.2  A       Site  Type: 


^ti'^^ 


Playfield 


No. :  SI>12 


Site  Descxiption:       Roberts  Playground  is  a  large,  irregularly  shaped 
site  abutting  Dunbar  Avenue  on  the  north,  a  large 
school  en  the  west  and  residences  on  the  south. 
A  protruding  leg  of  the  property  extends  to 
Vfashingtoi  Street  on  the  east.  Most  of  the  site 
has  been  developed  for  field  sports  use.  There 
are  bas^aall,  softball  and  little  league  fields 
and  bleachers.  Tennis  and  basketball  courts  are 
located  at  the  southeast  comer  of  the  park.  At 
the  northeast  comer  is  a  snail  playground, 
parlcing  area  and  bathroom  building.  Surrounding 
land  uses  are  residential,  ccranercial  and 
undeveloped  land. 


Oonditicn  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  eire  in  fedr  to 
good  oonditicn.  Several  benches  and  many 
sections  of  fencing  are  ruined.  The  grass  of  the 
^xarts  fields  is  in  fedr  to  good  conditicMi, 
althcu^  worn  in  some  places.  The  infields  cure 
in  poor  condition  except  for  the  bas^aall  infield 
v*iich  is  in  good  condition.  The  basketball  and 
tennis  courts  are  unusable.  The  few  paric  trees 
and  the  grass  are  in  good  condition.  Renovations 
to  the  park  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 

Ihe  slope  eLLong  most  of  Duiisar  Avenue  edge  of 
Roberts  Playground  greatly  limits  visibility  into 
the  paric  and  makes  supervisioi  from  the  road 
difficult.  Because  of  this,  it  would  be  best  if 
athletic  courts  and  playground  were  located  as 
close  to  the  northeastern  paric  edge  as  possible, 
where  there  are  better  views  into  the  site.  At 
present,  this  comer  is  paved  and  a^^pecurs  to 
serve  no  purpose.  Ihe  paric  is  barren  and  would 
greatly  benefit  from  additiavLL  trees. 


Ihe  circulation  systan  does  not  respani  to 
desired  points  of  entry,  and  numerous  holes  have 
been  cut  through  the  fence.  Ihe  10  foot  chciin 
link  fence  along  Dunbar  Street  does  not  appear  to 
be  necessary  along  the  entire  road  frontage.  The 
access  point  fnaiK  Vfashington  Street  has  been  well 
designed  to  define^entry  into  the  paric.  There  is 
a  strip  of  land  north  of  this  entrance  frcm  the 
playground  east  to  the  street.  It  is  not  clear 
whether  this  is  parkland.  If  it  is,  it  could  be 
better  integrated  into  the  site. 
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BUILDINGS  AND 
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(Jii'Y  Oi^'  liOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


1^ 

SITE  N( 


Neighborhood:  60UTH  PQgCHgbTEgi- 

Site  Name:  ISomam  FAfgj^ Site  Type;  MuLT\-?t;RppsB  Pap 

Location:  kXMA^  <  Kat.  id\  Acreage;  Mts^k     


Evaluation  Team:  ^^  "1    ft?tt^ 

"57" 


_  Weather  Conditions: 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^(tWc^  ,  l?.£^i\^ltt)AL 


Evaluation  Date:  ^   ' 


Site  Plan 


^ 


Site  Photograi)h  1 

Entrance  to  park  from 
Adams  Street  showing 
wall  around  edge 
and  steep  slope 
along  edge. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Walkway  around  ball- 
field.   Poor  mainten- 
ance along  edges. 
Excellent  view  ahead. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Baseball  field. 


( 


L 


Site  Photograph  4 

Shrub  bed  by  entrance 
off  Mt.  Ida  Street. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Looking  up  hill 
towards  playground. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Mature  trees  provide 
shade  in  play  area. 
Note  graffiti  on 
play  structures,  and 
wood  arches  unusable. 

1.% ,' ''  ' 

SITE  N( 
Site  Photograph  v 

Mature    Beech   trees. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Play  area.   Note 
burned  play  structure 
at  back,  and  hand  bars 
missing  from  arches. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Basketball  courts  - 
graffiti  on  wall,  and 
only  one  hoop. 


■Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Ronan  Park 

Location:  Adams  Street  and  Ml  Ida  Road 

Acreage:  11.65  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Ronan  Park  is  a  large  irregularly  shaped  park  at  the  summit  of  a  hill  above  Fields 
Comer.  From  the  park  there  are  distant  views  of  the  harbor  islands  and  Hull  to 
the  east  The  park  slopes  steeply  up  firom  Adams  Street  on  the  east  to  a  large  area 
levelled  and  developed  for  softball  and  baseball  fields.  To  the  south  the  park 
abuts  a  school  and  residences.  To  the  east  the  park  abuts  Mt.  Ida  Road,  and  there 
are  residences  to  the  north.  There  are  basketball  and  tennis  courts  near  the  park's 
short  ftontage  on  Juliette  and  Linden  Streets.  The  far  northern  pan  of  the  park  is 
atttactively  landscaped  with  the  summit  developed  as  a  sitting  and  playground 
area.  Walks  surround  the  part  Numerous  stairs  are  constructed  throughout  the 
park  to  provide  access  across  the  sloping  site.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residen- 

Hal 


Condition  Assessments: 


\ 


Most  standard  paik-built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  Some  areas  of  concrete 
walk  and  stairs  are  starting  to  deteriorate  and  are  in  fair  condition.  The  play- 
ground is  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Many  play  structures  need  repair,  and  they  are 
minimally  usfible.  The  sports  fields  are  in  generally  fair  condition.  The  grass  is 
very  worn  in  many  areas  and  the  soil  appears  compacted.  Two  of  the  softball 
infields  need  renovation.  The  basketball  courts  and  tennis  courts  need  repainting 
and  repair.  The  trees  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  grass  on  the  hillside  is 
very  poorly  tnaintained. 


Major  Site 


Ronan  Park  is  a  splendid  site  with  distant  views  and  a  number  of  magnificent 
manire  trees.  Its  topography  and  vegetation  make  it  well  suited  for  passive  use. 
The  existing  spots  facilities  have  been  forced  onto  the  sloping  site,  requiring  a 
tremendous  amount  of  earthwork  and  creating  grassy  slopes  that  are  too  steep  to 
mow.  These  areas  have  become  deteriorated  and  unkempt  €flpitalinprovements 
should  focus  on  the  restnKturing  of  this  slope,  preserving  it's  character  but 
making  it  easier  to  maintain. 


%<n\ 
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Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester  ** 

Site  Name:  Ronan  Park 
LocatiOTi:  Adams  Street  eind  Mt.  Ida  Road 
Acreage:   11.65  A      Site  Type:  Playfield 


Nb. :  SD-13 


Site  Description:       Ronan  Park  is  a  large  irregularly  shaped  park  at 
the  sunmit  of  a  hill  above  Fields  Corner.  Fran 
the  park  there  are  distant  views  of  the  harbor 
islands  and  Hull  to  the  east.  Hie  park  slopes 
steeply  up  frtm  Adams  Street  on  the  east  to  a 
large  area  levelled  and  developed  for  softball 
and  baseball  fields.  To  the  south  the  park  abuts 
a  school  and  residences.  To  the  east  the  park 
abuts  Mt.  Ida  RoeJd,  emd  there  are  residences  to 
the  north.  There  are  basketball  and  tennis 
ocurts  near  the  park's  short  frontage  on  Juliette 
and  Linden  Streets.  The   far  northern  part  of  the 
paric  is  attractively  landscaped  with  the  suraait 
developed  as  a  sitting  and  playground  area. 
Vfeilks  surround  the  park.  Numerous  stairs  are 
constructed  thrcu^iout  the  park  to  provide  access 
across  the  sloping  site.  Surrounding  land  uses 
are  residentied . 


Ocnditicn  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  Sane  areas  of  concrete  walk  and 
stairs  are  starting  to  deteriorate  and  are  in 
fciir  ocMTditioi.  The  playground  is  in  fair  to 
poor  oonditioi.  Many  play  structures  need 
repair,  and  they  are  minimally  useable.  The 
sports   fields  are  in  generally  faux  coidition. 
The  grass  is  very  wDm  in  many  areas  and  the  soil 
appears  coipacted.  T^  of  the  softball  infields 
need  renovaticm.  The  basketball  courts  and 
tennis  ccurts  need  repeLinting  and  r^>ciir.  The 
trees  are  in  fedr  to  good  condition.  The  grass 
en  the  hillside  is  very  poorly  medntained. 

Rcnan  Park  is  a  ^lendid  site  with  distant  views 
and  a  number  of  magnificent  mature  trees.  Its 
topogrc^3hy  and  vegetation  make  it  well  suited  for 
passive  use.  The  existing  ^»rts  facilities  have 
been  forced  onto  the  sloping  site,  requiring  a 
tremendous  amount  of  earthwork  and  creating 
grassed  slopes  that  ar&  too  steep  to  mow.  Under 
laa  mcdntenance  levels,  these  areas  have  becone 
deteriorated  and  unloesipt. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  NO 


Neighborhood:  ^OOXVi  'DOgate^bT^^ 

Site  Name:  WA/>^H  PU\Y6g^OMD     Site  Type:  UnihUi.-pyc^  r^r.-  c 

Location:  WA-bHiu^npM  ^OAMC^     Acreage:  G>.t7A     ' 

Evaluation  Team:^  '^  ^^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:     g^  |^-  ^y        ~  ^^^\.^vm 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  R^^i^grtn^O 


Site  Plan 


?^e<  iDeMn-^ 


rt.i  3vVai^'<^V'>.> 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Looking  out  towards 
access  from  Pleasant 
Hill  Avenue.   Shade 
trees  create  inviting 
entrance. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Walkway /maintenance 
access  road  winding 
through  site.   Rock 
outcroppings  to 
right. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Playground. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Vehicle  access  from 
Washington  Street 
and  chain  for  control. 
Memorial  stone  and 
flagpole  behind. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  along  edge  of 
Washington  Street. 


Site  Photogn^-aph  6 

Desire  line  from 
corner  indicates  need 
to  develop  path 
system  further. 
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SITEK 
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Site  Photograph  7 

View  across  baseball 
field   toward  sloped 

^|||g|M||i 

99 

^■■^^9^ 

park  edge. 
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Site  Photograph  8 

View  down  into  park 
from  entrance  on 
Clancy  Road.   Natural 
groves  of  trees. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Entrance  to  park  on 
Clancy  Road  -  needs 
further  definition. 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Walsh  Pbyground 

Location:  Washington  Street  and  Qancy  Road 

Acreage:  6.97  A 

Site  Type:  Multi-Puipose  Park 


Site  Description: 


Walsh  Playground  is  a  rectangular  site  on  the  comer  of  Washington  Street  and 
Oancy  Road.  The  park  abuts  residences  on  the  south  and  west.  A  long  steep 
slope  falls  firom  Gancy  Road  to  a  softball  and  Utile  league  field  which  were  cut 
into  the  original  hillside.  Basketball,  tennis,  and  street  hockey  courts  are  located 
in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  site  adjacent  to  a  right-of-way  access  from  Pleasant 
Hill  Avenue.  A  rocky  slope  with  trees  separates  the  courts  from  the  ballfields.  A 
playground  is  being  reconstructed  near  a  second  wooded  rock  outcropping  in  the 
southeast  comer  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  paiic-built  elements  are  in  good  conditioa.  The  infields  and 
basketball  backboards  are  in  poor  condition.  The  court  surfaces,  backstops  and 
outfields  are  in  good  condition.  The  grass  and  trees  are  in  very  good  condition  as 
a  whole  except  for  white  pines  in  the  southwest  area  of  the  park  which  have  never 
had  guy  wires  removed.  Renovations  to  various  facilities  are  under  construction 
by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  curvilinear  access  way,  wooded  rock  outcroppings  and  groves  of  mature  trees 
make  Walsh  Playground  a  very  attractive  park.  It  is  well  maintained  and  com- 
paratively litter  free.  The  use  of  trees  to  frame  the  park  path  is  very  effective. 
The  major  shortcominp  in  its  design  are  paric  entrances.  Most  are  openings  in 
the  chain-link  fence,  and  are  not  Ipcated  or  designed  to  mark  entry  in  a  clear  and 
inviting  way.  A  desire  line  into  tlie  park  from  die  comer  of  Washington  Stiwt 
and  Clancy  Road  indicates  the  need  for  a  path  here.  There  is  a  row  of  wooden 
bollards  next  to  the  path  along  the  athletic  courts  that  does  not  appear  to  be 
necessary. 


Nei(^iborhood:  Scuth  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Walsh  Playqrcxind 

Location:  Washington  Street  and  Clancy  Road 

Acreage:   6.97  A       Site  Type:  MUlti-Purpose  Paric 


No. :  SD-14 


Site  DescriptiCTi:       Vlalsti  Playgrcund  is  a  rectangular  site  en  the 

oomer  of  Washingttai  Street  and  Clancy  Raad.  The 
peick  abuts  residences  on  the  south  eind  west.  A 
long  steep  slope  falls  frcm  Clancy  Poad  to  a 
Softball  and  little  league  field  vrfiich  were  cut 
into  the  original  hillside.  Basketball,  tennis, 
2UTd  street  hockey  courts  are  located  in  the 
southwest  comer  of  the  site  adjacent  to  a 
ri^t-of-«ay  access  frcm  Pleasant  Hill  Avenue.  A 
rodqr  slope  with  trees  separates  the  courts  fron 
the  ballfields.  A  playground  is  being 
recCTTstructed  near  a  second  wooded  rock 
outcropping  in  the  southeast  oomer  of  the  park. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residenticil . 

Condition  Assessments:   Most  standauri  park  built  elements  are   in  good 
condition.  TSys   infields  and  basketball 
backboards  are  in  poor  condition.  The  court 
surfaces,  backstops  and  outfields  are  in  good 
condition.  The  grass  and  trees  are  in  very  good 
condition  as  a  viiole  except  for  white  pines  in 
the  southwest  area  of  the  park  which  have  never 
had  guy  wires  removed.  Renovaticms  to  various 
facilities  are  under  construction  by  the  City. 

Major  Site  Issues:      The  curvilinear  access  way,  wooded  rock 

outcroppings  and  grrrves  of  mature  trees  make 
Walsh  Playground  a  very  attractive  park.  It  is 
well  maint£iined  auid  ccnparatively  litter  free. 
The  use  of  trees  to  frame  the  park  path  is  very 
effective.  Ihe  major  shortccmings  in  its  design 
are  psurk  entrances.  Most  are  cpenings  in  the 
chain  link  fence,  and  are  not  located  or  designed 
to  naric  entry  in  a  clear  and  inviting  way.  A 
desire  line  into  the  parf«  frcm  the  oomer  of 
Washington  Street  and  Clancy  Road  indicates  the 
need  for  a  path  here.  There  is  a  rcw  of  wooden 
bollards  next  to  the  path  alcng  the  athletic 
courts  that  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary. 
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Neighborhood:  ^OOTU  DO^CH^^T^g^ 
Site  NametVJEU^e^eV  PA^4^         Site  Type:  ^va"^^ 
Location:  erwN.  op\>hd  «[Vi^u:3e^c>L-    Acreage;  O'ipJM  K 
Evaluation  Teann  ^^  ^  fbft" Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^'YZ'tTI ^^^^vvw^   - 


is 

SITE  NO 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  K^l^^tdi^t^ 


Site  Plan 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  looking  northwards 
at  square.   This  end 
still  retains  most 
of  its  mature  shade 
trees.   Tree  on  left  - 
poor  leafing  indicative 
of  severely  stressed 
condition. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Looking  South  at 
square.   Most  trees 
missing,  illustrating 
the  aesthetic  value 
that  trees  bring  to 
the  site. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Newly  planted  tree 
showing  bad  mechanical 
damage  at  base, 
probably  caused  by 
lawn  mower.   Such 
damage  limits  trees 
potential  of  maturing 
into  a  well-formed 
tree. 


Neighborhood:  South  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Wellcsiey  Park 
Location:  Weileslcy  Park 
Acreage:  0.66  A 
Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Wellesley  Park  is  an  elongated  curvilinear  parcel  surrounded  by  Victorian-style 
residences.  The  park  is  simply  framed  with  two  linear  plantings  of  trees  along  its 
edges.  Flower  beds  highlight  the  green. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  curb  is  in  good  condition.  Almost  half  of  the  trees  in  the  park  are  in  decline 
or  doing  poorly.  The  grass  is  in  excellent  condition.  The  flower  beds  are  well 
cared  for. 


\fajor  Site  Issues: 


Wellesley  Park  is  a  very  pleasant  tree-covered  green  that  greatly  contributes  to  the 
beauty  of  the  neighborhood.  Unfortunately  most  of  the  original  trees  have  died 
and  been  removed.  The  remaining  trees  all  show  signs  of  distress  and  decline. 
There  is  extensive  mower  damage  on  the  trunks  of  the  trees.  Stress  from  this 
damage  as  well  as  natural  decline  indicate  the  need  for  replanting  of  trees  in  the 
near  future.  Trees  need  diagnostic  evaluation  from  an  arborist  to  determine  the 
cause  of  decline  and  to  choose  and  plant  trees  best  suited  to  this  environment 


\.c 


.FT 


Nei^iborhood:  South  Dcjrchester 

Site  Neone:  Welleslev  Park  No. :  SD-15 

Ixxaticn:  Vfellesley  Park 

Acreage:   0.66  A       Site  lype:  Square 

Site  DescriptiCTi:       Vfellesley  Park  is  an  elongated  curvilinear  paroel 
surrounded  by  Victorian-style  residences.  The 
park  is  sinply  franiftil  with  two  linear  plantings 
of  trees  along  its  edges.  Flower  beds  highlight 
the  green. 

Oonditicn  Assessments;   "Die  curb  is  in  good  conditicn.  Aluost  half  of 
the  trees  in  the  park  are  in  decline  or  doing 
poorly.  Die  grass  is  in  excellent  ocndition. 
ThB   flCMer  beds  are  well  cared  for. 

Major  Site  Issues:      Vfellesley  Park  is  a  very  pleasant  tree-oovered 
green  that  greatly  contributes  to  the  beauty  of 
the  nei<^iborhood.  Uhfortunately  most  of  the 
original  trees  have  died  and  been  renioved.  The 
resnaining  trees  all  shew  signs  of  distress  and 
decline.  There  is  extensive  newer  damage  en  the 
tninks  of  the  trees.  Stress  frcm  this  damage  as 
)  well  as  natural  decline  indicate  the  need  for 

replanting  of  trees  in  the  near  future.  Trees 
(  need  diagnostic  evaluation  frcm  an  arborist  to 

determine  the  cause  of  decline  and  to  choose  and 
plant  trees  best  suited  to  this  environment. 
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